PUNJAB STATE ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION

        SCO NO. 220-221, SECTOR 34-A, CHANDIGARH    
Petition No.70 of  2011                                                                                                                                                       Date of Order: 16.02.2012
In the matter of:
Petition regarding AP Policy Guidelines for release of Agricultural Pump Sets in the State of Punjab during 2011-12

AND

In the matter of:        Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

   Present:      
           Smt.Romila Dubey, Chairperson


            

Shri Virinder Singh, Member     





Shri Gurinderjit Singh, Member

ORDER              


Punjab State Power Corporation Limited has filed this petition regarding Agricultural Pump Sets (AP) Policy Guidelines for Accelerated Release of Tubewell Connections (ARTC) during the year 2011-12 issued by Government of Punjab vide Secretary Power Memo No.1/33/08-EB(PR)/ 318 dated Chandigarh - 26th July 2011. In compliance of AP Policy – Guidelines dated 26.07.2011, PSPCL issued Commercial Circular No.34/2011 vide C.E./Commercial Memo No.198881/20681/SSM/414/Tubewell Policy/ Loose dated 26.07.2011 without seeking approval of the Commission. PSPCL has prayed as under in the instant petition:-`

(i) That the ARTC Scheme in AP Policy / Guidelines for release of tubewell connections during 2011-12  introduced by the PSPCL on the directions of Government of Punjab and as per Regulation 5.3 (i) of the Electricity Supply Code notified by the Commission may be regularized.

 (ii)      That a minimum land holding of 2000 sq. mtrs. (4 kanals) for Green Houses Tubewell connections to be released under AP High-technology Priority and minimum area 2000 sq. mtrs. (4 kanals) for setting-up Hot Houses / Net houses in the State as approved by Government of Punjab and as per Regulation 5.3 (i) of the Electricity Supply Code may be regularized in the best interests of State and Electricity consumers.
(iii) CC No.34/2011 dated  26.07.2011  issued inadvertently without approval of the Commission, may be accorded  ex-post-facto approval.
The petition was heard on 27.12.2011 by the Commission and was admitted vide Order dated 28.12.2011. The Commission has deliberated upon the issue and observes as under:-

(i) The AP Policy - Guidelines issued by Government of Punjab  in respect of ARTC is in accordance with Clause  5.3 (i) of the PSERC (Electricity Supply Code & Related Matters) Regulations, 2007 which provides as under:-
“5.3(i)
The State Government may for reasons of ecology, inadequate ground water potential, declining water table or any other reasons decide the number of agricultural pump set (A.P.) connections and the manner in which these are to be released each year in the State or any part thereof. The State Government may for this purpose draw up guidelines to provide for priorities to be assigned in the release of such connections”. 

The Commission concurs with the release of 45000 No. tubewell connections under Accelerated Release of Tubewell connections to the applicants already registered under General Category and pending issue of Demand Notices, as approved by Govt. of Punjab in AP Policy – Guidelines for 2011-12. The Commission accords ex-post-facto approval in accordance with Regulation 9.1.1 (v) which shall apply to the applicants seeking out of turn release of tubwell connections under ARTC.
(ii) As regards the release of tubewell connections under AP High technology Priority, the Commission observes that the issue was deliberated upon comprehensively in Petition No.10 of 2010 titled Petition for approval of Tariff in respect of Electricity Connection to Shri Kuldip Singh Brar, resident of V & P.O. Sandhwan, District Faridkot Vs. Punjab State Electricity Board, The Mall, Patiala (now Punjab State Power Corporation Limited). The Commission in its Order dated 03.11.2010 passed in Petition No.10/2010 has laid down minimum requirements for eligibility for a new category  AP High Technology of consumers and specify a minimum area of 500 sq. mtrs for setting up a Green house. As per AP Policy – Guidelines approved by Government of Punjab for year 2011-12 the minimum area fixed for Green house, Hot house and Net house is 2000 sq. mtrs (4 Kanals). The Commission concurs with the new AP Policy – Guidelines for AP High-technology Priority subject to all other eligibility requirements of the Commission’s Order dated 03.11.2010 passed in Petition No.10 of 2010. The clause (i) (a) of special policy for release of electricity connection for AP High Technology category approved by the Commission in para 4 of  its Order dated 03.11.2010 in Petition No.10 of 2010 shall stand amended to  the extent that in place of requirement of a minimum area of 500 sq. mtrs, now the minimum area required shall be 2000 sq. mtrs (4 Kanals). 

(iii) The Commission grants ex-post facto approval to Commercial Circular No.34/2011 dated 26.07.2011 in terms of Regulation 9.1.1 (v) of PSERC (Electricity Supply Code and Related Matters) Regulations as amended vide Notification No.PSERC/Secy/Regu-48 dated 24th May, 2010.


       The petition is disposed of accordingly.
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(Gurinderjit Singh)
          
       (Virinder Singh)                    (Romila Dubey) 
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